MID-MARKET'S FUTURE

Small steps in search of street’s potential
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“There are many different
aspects in terms of revitalizing
a neighborhood,” paints out

takes to bring the sorriest

blocks of Market Street ta
vibrant fife: a World Series drgged-oul stretch of San
Francisco's main drag last

parade.
Fill the wide red-brick side- | Wednesday was in its glory,

between Fifth Btreet and Van
t Mess Avenue — hopeful no-
tomns that include placing pla-
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A planning study
could be used a5 o
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Community Business
District, an organization
ﬁ.ll'l.d.!\'.lll}l building own-
ers that provides a vari-
ety of services for much
af the area. “Small-scale
projects won't be cure-
alls, but we want things
we cin manage ancd best
fo see how ihey worle"”
Hurtada's group par-
Heipated in a recent
planning effoct led by the
architecture firm HOK to
try to imiprove the
sireci's ambiance by
making use of what al-
ready is there. Their

procession of handsome
Tt vncant Parigian ki-
oaks from the 19oos,

The concepts inchsdea

“eyele station” stalfed by

semeone offering advice
and repairs to the bicy-
clists who use Market as
their route dowmniown,
and a retail spot selling
discounted Heloets o
performances in the
area's remaining the-
aters, Another could be
filled with tables or
chairs that are d

when a food truck pulls
up nearty:

“This could be & way
to turn something closed
and hard into something
that creates a multitade
of peaitive actions,” sug-
jpests Justin Lowe off
HOK.

At firet Mhush it's also
an invitation to disaster;
I wouldn't wani ta be the
ticket vendor inside o
kinsk with no means of
escape when one of Mar-
ket's more dangerous
denizens homes in.

et there's a certain
logic at work that con-
ceivably could tap into
the street’s latent cul-
tures. The cycle station's
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Hurifnation by HOK
sted that an empty

kiosk
repair and advice station.  Ancther kiosk suggestion: Store furniture in them that eonld be brought out when a food truck stops.

Small-scale 1deas for revitalizing Mid-Market

n good example, Amyone
who spends time on
thase blocks knows the
niumber of bicycles that
wiream by A kdosk locat-
ed near ather retail func-
tioms could add fo the
scene rather than seem
dangerously exposed.

Similarly, U.N. Plaza:
already is home foa
farmers’ market that
sells an abundance of
Fnunc_:tl':u wl;lld he con-
Ul on-sile. Hogue
seating deployed as the
need arises would prob-
nbly be used.

A different sireet-life
stimilus is proposed by
the civic organieation
San Francisco Beautiful.

The group guve &
45,000 grant this sum-
mer b mrchi-
tect Cynthia Talley, who
res with a de-
tailed study of current
candifions and o design
cancept that furns five
spaces along the north
side of the thoroughlare
inbo “culivral activation

mones,”
The wide skdewalk at

Sixth and Taylor streets
wontld be turned over to
mevable farniture, food
carts and a piano that
could be played by pags-
ers-by, & la artist Luke
Jerram's suceesslul in-
stallation this summer in
Mew York. Near Hyde

| and Market, potted trees

would be deployed to
signal the path to Civic

| Center Flaza, and a band

shell would be nestled
against the jagged edge of
the Fox Plaza eoncept,
“Ome of the problems
is that the sidewalks here
are too wide for the pe-
destrian traffic that oc-
curs on them,” says Jim
Chappell, San Francisco
Beautiful's executive
director, “There's room

for i Interven-
thons. The anes that
work could get rolled

over into Ihu clity's long-
ferm plans.”

It's this spirit of exper-
Imentation that needs to
be nurtured, more than
specific elements.

The reality of Mid-

| Market is that too many
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The Giants® porade brought the Mid-Market area to life, bot only for a day.

| buildings sit ey OF

underused, waiting for
that

may oF may not oceur.
Plant piamnos along the
‘way and they'd take a
worse battering than
same of the "storefront
ant” unvelbed with fan-
Tare last winter by Mayor
Gavin Newsom.

But both of these ef-
foris grasp a fact casy bo
miss: There are pockets
af potential even now,

Fox Plaza is easy to
igmore, for example, bt
foabay fis ok feels ster-
ile rather than scary. The
right performance space,
managed well, could
Aensrish as an enticing
nook.

Given bocal p-}]jl:i-.'a
anel the larger economy,

al'won'l come anylime
soon, But there's room in
the meantime for urban-
ism of an experimental

wart — and some of it

might even stick.
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Online resources

B For the San Francisos Beauttlul study “Mid-Market:
A Center for Creative ACTion.” ga to hittacd

S DK kmec.

M For the concepts of comverting news kiosks 1o
athor uses, go 1o Mig e lybulwet,




