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OPEN FORUM | The Emircomient Near and by
Lets not ‘fire away’

at Lake Merced
without the facts

Fiy Dee D Workiman, Dan
Murpliy, ard Mondy Lz

s lonylime advocates of restor.

Iz Lake Mereod, which has

suffered mamy vears of ne-
glect, ve are compelled to respond 1o
decent Chianicle pleces “Fire avay™
gl 4; editcaial) and “Cun club in
crombdiny” (March 200 When it
cofied 16 1he clrfenl contmensy
over dhe Pacifie Rod & Gun Club,
things aren't & simple & The Chaos-
wcle sgpeds
The Lake Merced Task Force,
which inclodes scores of organiza.
tiong and spencie, hat unged San

Prancisco o underiake the mesiors. |

Haon of Lake Merced for nesirly & de-
eale. Mamy who care abust this
priecless eecdogical and recerationa

Commission, which owes ke like,
o develop a Lake Merced Wiatershed
Plan. The' plan will address such is-
SUEE & eI health, recre-
shed probectin at the lake.

It shoudd be made clear that the
Pablic Utilites Commissdon | not
Irying o arbitrarily evict the ]'l.rn
olulr fromn s shiees Through i
comprehensive watenibed plimning
process, the commission is simply
Irying o gauge public attitudes and
prineities aboul different uses, in-
cinding these at the gun club e,

‘This is not a qisestson of banming
or canthiwang gums. Bather it i 4 pro-

To learn more
Commend on tha Lakn Mered
Watnrehed Flan, oo o tha
SAFUC Web aifn:

ks afpate comFOES

eess that aske What I8 the moot ap-
progiale way o utilize this' preme
4wty lakefion ste.

Currenily the grogerty {5 used
fewer than 20 bours 3 week as o
sheoting range for shoul 300 gun
club members. While the club has
been generoas in alkowing eocasion-
l] ullr-uHIu.- b oibery, the

comimbslon’s exer-
cie is I.nd:tnmmewhuhmqlme
peoperty will ‘meet the clamic ufili-
tariam best of providing “ihe et
good far the grestest number”

Amopg (he many uses being ex-
plesed are @ storage and henching

reermlonal boal rentals 3 pabure
amd enwirommenial cemten; o chil-
dren's play ares; a restoeation fite for
dume and wetland habitat; and a
vouth fishing program. Hoth public
commend and rigorors criemia eiab-
lished hr balancing multiple lake us-
o8 hanat penerally e thete activ
ities. The muggestion that ther must
e roam for a compromise where the
gun chah would share the sile with
oher ey prbies serious quekicns
As lomy as shooting continues 1o
o

be the focus of the club's program,
onky the rowing [acility is sven re
mecely likely 1o be compatible with
it. The spice is large encuagh 1o ac-
commdabe mamy e, yel saley
aicain] Lhve shooling is a concern o
one soemi 1o be talling about.
Imnagzime of a small child enjoying
e natiire cenier wanders off and is
scchdemtally shob Also s of
noise, residual impacts from lead and
‘broken clay targets, and impacts b
birds amd wikdlifie have vel ta be fally

‘sdidremed. The witershed plan mus

arewer the question of whether gun
ush is & suitaimable practioe al Lake
Merced and il it cam be comgutible
with competing uses withoul creat-

We have worked  collsbomatively
with members of e Gun Club and
thele affinity growps end respect their
point of view. We abio believn thal
the apen public planming process led
Ty thet San Francisoo Public Uil
Commisicn Iy he best way 10 bal-
arce the coenpeting posibilities for
the futare of Lake Merced

Diewe Dew Workmany b execufive
dirwctor of 3an Francisoo
Baaraefie; Dien Murpdhy ira
mamber of the Goldon Cate
Ansfubon Society Comsemvation
Caneramidfoe: Mowdy Lariz i
program direcios fur Califorrda
Trougd. Mewre informustion on dhe
Laka Meroed plan oo be fournd o
ks sfgate.comfED0S,



